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THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 


The Earl of H- -B R, £9c. 


My LORD, 


OUR Lordſhip's ſituation renders any 
apology for troubling you with this 


contrary the office which your Lordſhip bears, 
and the preſent ſituation of the Colony, to which 
it relates, give it, if I miſtake not, peculiar 
propriety. If it at all help your Lordſhip, 
in forming a judgment on the ſituation of affairs 
in the Colony of Gr-n-da ; or if it be produc- 
tive of any, the leaſt ſervice, to that Colony, I 
ſhall not think my poor labour miſ- ſpent. 


A 2 Your 


addreſs wholly unneceflary : On the 


3 
* 
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Your Lordſhip is no ſtranger to the unhappy 
diſputes which have long ſubſiſted in Gr-n-da, 
however you may miſtake their true ſource : 
Whatever be that ſource, it is not now my inten- 
tion to trace it. The . Jegality, the juſtice, the 
expediency, of the meaſure, by which the French 
Roman Catholic inhabitants .of Gr-n-da were 
admitted to ſhare legiſlative and judicial offices 
in that Iſland, are not the ſubject of my preſent 
enquiry. Whatever may be my opinion on that 
head, I have formed it on the moſt mature deli- 
beration, and for ſuch reaſons, as have hitherto 
appeared to me to be invincible. When I ſee a 
proper ſeaſon, I may perhaps trouble your Lord- 


| ſhip with thoſe reaſons. At this moment, I am 


only to awaken your Lordſhip to the preſent 
ſituation of Gr-n-da; at leaſt to its ſituation 
when the laſt accounts, which are in London 


from that Iſland, left it; and if your Lordſhip 


ſhould find it in your power to adminiſter imme- 
diate relief to its unfortunate and diſtreſſed 
inhabitants, I can ſcarcely doubt, that your 
inclinations will concur with your duty, and 
that you will not loſe a moment, in forward- 
ing that relief, where it is ſo much needed. 


Your 


W 
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Your Lordſhip has no doubt heard of the 


recent difference between L—t—t G—y—r 


F— m— ce, and his M——y's Council of 
Gr-n-da. If I am not egregiouſly miſinform- 
ed, your Lordſhip has not only heard of it, but, 
as far as you were informed, previous to the 


receipt of the account of the ſuſpenſion of Six 


Members of that Board by the L—t=rt 


G—v—r, you approved the conduct of the 


Council in the moſt explicit terms. If it ſhall 
be found, that the ſubſequent arbitrary proceed- 


ings of the L—t—t G—v—r, againſt the 


Council, have not rendered them more culpable 
than they then appeared to your Lordſhip to 
have been, I cannot permit myſelf to doubt, that 
they will receive what they will be intitled to 
a continuance of your Lordſhip's countenance and 
protection. Firmly perſuaded as I am of this, 
I will lay before your Lordſhip a brief ſtate of 
that diſpute ; and if I miſ-ſtate a ſingle fact, if 
{1 omit any thing neceſſary to form a true judg- 
ment of it, as truth and juſtice are my only 
aims, I call upon Mr. M=—tl—d, who, as 
agent for the Iſland of Gr- n- da, muſt be poſ- 
ſeſſed of all the materials in this matter, to cor- 
rect me. Any obſervations, which I may occa- 
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fionally make on thoſe facts, will be my o.õ; 


and how far they may be well or ill founded, 


your Lordſhip's judgment, and that of the Pub- 
lic, muſt determine. 


When Adm—ſtr—n had finally determined 
on that meaſure -— the admiſſion of the French 
Roman Catholic inhabitants of Gr-nda and the 
Gr-n-d—s to a ſhare, as well in the legiſla- 
tive, as the executive part of the government 
of thoſe Iſlands - inſtructions were tranſmitted 
to the C———r in C—f, declaring his 
M—y's -I will and intentions, that his new 
ſubjects remaining in thoſe Iſlands, and profeſſing 


the religion of the Church of Rome, ſhould be 


capable, during his pleaſure, of being appointed 
Members of the Council of the ſaid Iſlands, 
and of being elected into the lower Houſe of 
Aſſembly, and of holding and enjoying offices 
of truſt, without being obliged to make and 
ſubſcribe the Teſt, under the following limitati- 
ons ;—that is to ſay, — That the number of ſuch 


Councillors ſhould not exceed Two, at one and 
the ſame time that the number of ſuch perſons: 


in the Aſſembly, at one and the ſame time,ſhould 
not exceed Three—that One might be appointed 
a Puiſne Judge of the Court of Common Pleas— 

and 


— ww” n 
LEY 
: 


ad) 


* 


ad) 


Et 31 


and that One might be admitted into the Com- 
miſſion of the Peace, for each town, pariſh, or 


diſtrict: And the G—v—r was required; with 
the advice and conſent of the Council, to take 


ſuch meaſures, for the due execution of what was 
thereby declared to be the r—1 will and plea- 


ſure, in regard to the ſaid lower Houſe of Aſſembly. 
as ſhould be moſt effectual for anſwering the 
rl intentions therein; and alſo to take the 


neceſſary ſteps for the appointment of One of 
the new ſubjects to be a Juſtice of the Peace in 
each town, pariſh, or diſtrict: But with regard 
to the appointment of the Two Councillors, or 
the Judge, the inſtructions were totally filent. 


Upon the 16th of 8 1769, Three of 


theſe new ſubjects were accordingly admitted to 


take their ſeats in the Aſſembly of Gr-n-da, . 
without ſubſcribing the Te, and Seven of them 


were appointed Juſtices of the Peace in that 
Iſland, 


Ar the ſame time the L—t—t G—y=r | 
wanted to appoint Two of them to be of the 
Council; and, as he is bound by the K—s 


commiſſion and inſtructions to him, to take the 
advice and conſent of the Council, he then con- 
A 4 ſulted 


1 3 
ſulted that Board upon the ſubject: But they 


were of opinion, that the C —r in C—f 
was not authorized or required to make ſuch 
appointment; and that, from the tenor of the 
late inſtructions, it rather ſeemed to be the in- 
tention of the C—n, to reſerve that nomination 
to itſelf, at ſuch time thereafter, as his M——y 


ſhould think proper. Upon this the L=t—t 


G—v—r, although much diſappointed, ſaid he 
would write to the S———y of S—e for the 
Cs, on the ſubje&. 


Letting this matter reſt here for the preſent, 
I muſt now beg leave to inform your Lordſhip 
of ſome other tranſactions, which may be pro- 
per to be related to you in this place; becauſe 
they may, perhaps, help to explain, and, in ſome 
ſmall degree, account for the conduct of the 
L—t—t G—vy—r towards the Council after 
they happened. 


By the K—'s inſtructions to the C— r 
in C—f, he is authorized, in caſe it ſhall ever 
happen, that there be leſs than Seven Members 
of the Council reſiding in Gr-n-da, to appoint 


as many perſons, out of the principal inhabitants 


 thereef, as ſhall make the number of Coun- 
| _ cillors 


9 


5 


1 


cillors Seven, and no more; and they are to con- 


tinue Councillors, until confirmed by the C—n, 


or others be appointed under the K—'s ſignet 
or ſign- manual, or until there be Seven of the 
Council upon the Hand. This is the only inſtruc- 
tion which gives the C-——r in Cf a 
power to name, and this is the only caſe in 
which he can legally name Councillors. 


Upon the 26th Day of Auguſt 1768, there 
being then only Six Members of the Council re- 
ſiding in the Iſland, the L—t—t Gyr was 


: pleaſed to appoint his Private Secretary G—e 


L—n—d S—t—n, Eſquire, to be a Member 
of the Council. | 


Who this Mr. S—t—n is, and what is his 
character, your Lordſhip's knowledge and infor- 
mation may perhaps render unneceſſary for me to 
tell you—Other conſiderations may render it 
improper— will only be bold to tell your Lord- 


ſhip what he is not. Know then, my Lord, that 


he is not one of the principal inhabitants of Gr-u-da; 
and, therefore, whatever other pretenſions he 
might have had, from being the principal ad- 
viſer and director of the L—t—t G—y=rs 
political 


„ 
political conduct, I venture to pronounce his 
appointment to have been improper. 


The Council, notwithſtanding, rather than be 
ſuppoſed to treat the L—t—t G—y—r diſ- 
reſpectfully, acquieſced ; and Mr. S—t—n fat as 
a Member of the Council, from the time of his 
appointment, till the 24th of Auguſt 1769 ; be- 
fore which time, by the arrival of Two of the ab- 
ſent Councillors, the number of reſident Mem- 
bers became Eigbt; notwithſtanding which, Mr. 
S—t—n continued to exerciſe his functions as 
a Member of the Council. The Council, there- 
fore, took this matter into conſideration; and came 
to the following reſolution, after an enquiry into 
the inſtructions before adverted to. 


His Honour the G—v=r, having, on the 
** 26th day of Auguſt 1768, in conformity to 
** the ſaid inſtructions, nominated and appointed 
* G=—e L—n—d S—t—n, Eſq; to be a Mem- 
** ber of this Board, there being then only Six 
Members of the Council reſiding in the Iſland; 
and his M——y having, by a ſubſequent ap- 
pointment, compleated the number of Coun- 
cillors for this Ifland, Eight of whom are now 
** reſiding in the Iſland: The Council, there- 
3 N fore, 
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fore, is of opinion, that the appointment of 
al * the ſaid G——e L—n—d S—t—n, Eſq; has 

«© ceaſed, as the Council is otherwiſe compleat 
and that the ſaid G——e L—n—d S—t—n, 
* Efquire, continuing to fit and vote, would 
* be an expreſs violation of the conſtitution of 
* this Colony, as eftabliſhed by his M——y's 
* commiſſion and inſtructions, and might ren-- 
« der all their proceedings illegal.” 


o 


.n 


It may not be improper to ſay, that previous 
to this meaſure, the intention of the Council 
was, from a principle of delicacy, communicated' 
to the L—t—t G—v=—r; who, thereby, had 
an opportunity given him of preventing it, by 
a recommendation to Mr. S- tn to vacate his 
ſeat. 


Soon after the reſolution above-mentioned was 

taken, the L—t—t G—v——x and Mr. 

S—t—n went into Council; and the Preſident 
of that Board, In G—h-m, Eſq; communi- 1 
cated to them in form the reſolution; and the 1 
inſtructions, on which it was founded, were read 
to them. The L—t—t G—v— r urged to 
the Council ſuch arguments as had ſuggeſted 
themſelves, or had been, by his adviſers, ſug- 


Baa, 
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geſted to him, for the continuation of Mr. 


S—t—n's appointment: In vain were they 
urged. — The Council thought they had done 
their duty ; and, therefore, remained inflexible. 
The L—t—t G—v=—r then declared, that he 
conſidered what they had done, as a perſonal in- 
ſult to himſelf. —This had as little effe& ;—and 


at length, Mr. S—t—n, finding the protection 
of the L—t—t G—v—r inſufficient for his ille- 


gal continuation in the Council, condeſcended to 
deſire leave of the L—t—t G—v—r to reſign 
his ſeat, which being as condeſcendingly grant- 
ed, the pacific Mr. S—t—n was pleaſed to with- 
draw. 


I ſhall trouble your Lordſhip with little on 
this part of the L—t—t G—y—r's conduct; 
—I ſhall only ſay, that if he conſidered what 
the Council had done, as a perſonal inſult to 
himſelf, that conſideration might have had 
ſome little influence on his ſubſequent treatment 
of the Council. 


I now beg leave to recall your Lordſhip's at- 
tention to the ſubject of the L—t—t G—y—r's 
attempt to introduce Two French Roman Catho- 


lics into the Council. Your 1 will re- 


member, 
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member, that on the 16th of February, it reſt». 


ed with the L—t—t G—v—r's ſaying, that he 
would write to your Lordſhip, as S—y of 
S—e for the C s, on the ſubject; and no- 
thing more was heard of it from that day, till 
the 24th of Auguſt 1769, the very day on 
which Mr. S—t—n re/gned his ſeat in the 
Council. | 


Upon that day the L—t—t G—y=r, with- 
out any previous information to, communication 


or conſultation with the Council, or with any 


Member thereof, declared in Council his inten- 
tion to appoint one of the new Roman Catholic 
ſubjects to be a Puiſne Judge of his M——'s 
Court of Common. Pleas. This the L—t—t 
G—y—r did, in defiance of one of the principal 
laws of the Colony — a law, conſtituting and 
eſtabliſhing the Courts of Judicature in Gr-n-da, 
called there the Court Ad, which was paſſed by 
the G—y=—r, C I, and Afſ—b=—y, and 
was confirmed by the K—'s moſt excellent 


M——y. 


This law provides, that the Court of Com- 
mon-Pleas in Gr=-n=da, ſhall conſiſt of a Chief 
Juſtice, and Four Puiſne Juſtices ; and that they 


Mall all take the oaths, and ſubſcribe the decla- 


ration 
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ration againſt Tranſubſtantiation, commonly 
called the Tz. The Court was then full, and 
was compoſed of | 
J——=s B—bn=r, Eſquire, Chief Juſtice, 
who was abſent with the K—'s leave; 
P-t—k M—w—l, | 


B—ry—u, | Eſquires, Aſſiſtant 
W-l—rR—rt—n, Juſtices. 
J—n A—ch—n, 
L humbly conceive, my Lord, that the K— 
himſelf cannot now diſpenſe with this act. 


And yet, whilſt it exiſted in full force in 
Gr-n-da, did the L—t—t G—v—r attempt 


to appoint one of the French Roman Catholic 


ſubjects to be a Judge of the Court of Com- 
mon Pleas, as appears by the following extract, 


which I tranſcribe verbatim from the J—rn=ls of 
the C—nc—]: 


* His Honour the G—v—r then propoſed 
to the Board, the appointment of R—e de 
St. I.— rt, one of his M—-y's new adopted 
5 ſubjects, to be one of the Aſſiſtant Judges of 
*© the Court of Common Pleas for the Iſlands of 
** Gr-n-da and the Gr=-n=d—s, according to his 
_« M-—-y's inſtructions ; and deſired the advice 
and 


— — 
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1 and conſent of this Board for ſuch appoint- 
** ment. 5 


*The Board is of opinion, that they cannot 
* give their conſent to ſuch appointment of the 
* ſaid R—e de St. L—r—t; as, by the act 


of the legiſlature of the ſaid Iſlands, for eſta- 


s bliſhing the ſaid Court of Common Pleas, ſuch 
* Court is to conſiſt of One Chief Juſtice, and 
* Four Aſſiſtant Juſtices z which number is now 
te compleat, and the act is in force till the 14th 
** Oftober 1770.“ 


The L—t—t G—v—r, in order to furmount 
the objection of the Council, which was founded 
on the Court Act, ſaid he had received the 
K—'s order to make the appointment; and that 
order, being poſterior to the ag, it ſo far diſpenſed 
with it. 


Now, my Lord, as the L—t—t G=—y=—r 
never produced the order, I am at liberty to 
doubt the truth of his aſſertion. I do really 
doubt it; and I not only doubt it, but I firmly 


believe he had no ſuch order. Elſe, what rea- 


ſon could he have for not producing it ? Had 
the Council become unworthy of ſuch a mark of 
the 


11 


the L—t—t G—v—r's confidence? Or were 
they bound, implicitly, to believe every thing 


he was pleaſed to tell them, however extraordi- 
nary or improbable it ſhould appear to them to 
be, when it was in his power ſo eaſily to convince 
them, and to put it paſt doubt ? But, my Lord, 
whether I am well or ill founded in this behef, 
your Lordſhip can tell; ſince you, and you only, 
muſt have tranſmitted the order in queſtion to 
Gr-n=da, if it ever went. If no ſuch order was 


ever tranſmitted, then I boldly declare that the 


L—t—t G—v—r has abuſed the truſt and con- 
fidence which the K— his maſter has repoſed 
in him — he has abuſed your Lordſhip — and 
he has groſsly inſulted the Council of Gr-n-da. 


But, my Lord, is it neceſſary for me to ſay, 
that if any ſuch order had been received by the 
L—t—t G—v-r, it could not have had the ef- 
fect which he contended for? No, my Lord! 
I, as a Britiſh ſubject, know it could not have 
diſpenfed with a poſitive law. —Your Lordſhip 
knows it too.— The L—t—t G—v—r ought to 
have known it; and forry am I, that there is 
any man in the Britiſh dominions, in authority 
under the C—n too, who, at this day, dares 
avow a doctrine ſo laviſh and ſo deſpotic. 

The 
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The L=t—t G—v=r, however, finding 
this attempt ineffectual, relinquiſhed it; and 
one would have imagined, that a man of com- 
mon prudence would have availed himſelf of the 
experience, which he had thus acquired, of the 
temper and diſpoſition of the Council, and have 
ſtopped there — but no! that would not ſuf- 
fice ; and the L—t—t G—v—r would hazard 
another trial of the ſteadineſs and integrity of 
the Council—with what ſucceſs, your Lordſhip 


will quickly ſee. 


For in the ſame manner he next informed 
them, that he had appointed Two of the new Ro- 
man Catholic ſubjects to be of the Council; and 
that they attended to be ſworn in. The Coun- 
cil remonſtrated to him © that their number was 
„ compleat—that there were Twelve Members 
of the K 's own appointment, Eight of 


* whom were then preſent; — that, by the 
« Ks inſtructions, the L—t—t G—y—r 
can, in no caſe, appoint any perſons to be 
«© Members of that Board, but when there ſhall 
happen to be leſs than Seven Members of the 
Council reſiding in the Iſland; that his duty 


ty 


cc 


was circumſcribed by his M——y's commiſ- 
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ſion and inſtructions to the GV in Cf, 
which direct that he ſhall execute all things 
in due manner, that ſhall belong to his com- 
mand, according to the ſeveral powers and di- 
rections given him by that commiſſion and 


thoſe inſtructions, or by ſuch further powers, 


inſtructions, and authorities, as ſnould be at 
any time thereafter granted, or appointed 
him, under the K 's ſignet or ſign ma- 
nual, or by the K——'s order in his P——y 
C——1; neither of which he had produced, 
or ſo much as pretended to have, for the ap- 
pointment of the French Roman Catholics, 
which he had named ;—that although by the 
late inſtructions his M had been pleaſed 


to declare it to be his pleaſure, that Two of 


his new ſubjects, at a time, ſhould be capable 
of being Members of his Council ; yet his 
My had not delegated any power to the 
L—t—t G—v—r to zominate them; ſo far 
from which, it appeared, by the tenor of the 
K——'s inſtructions, that his M——y did 
not itend an immediate execution of his will 
in this particular, but to reſerve that execu- 


tion for ſome future period; for, at the time 


that his M—— gave his G—vy—r expreſs 
inſtructions to take ſuch meaſures, with the 
* Vide Pages 6 and 7. ad- 
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advice and conſent of the Council, for the 
due execution of what was there declared to 
« be the r I will and pleaſure, in regard to 
* the L-w-r H—e of Aii—b-y, as ſhould 
be moſt effectual for anſwering the r——] in- 
tentions therein, there was a total ſilence as 
* that part of the K——'s intentions which 
* regarded the Council; and no inſtructions, 
whatever, were then, or had ſince been given 
to the L—t—r G v to execute it.” 


To theſe reaſons, cogent and irrefragable as 
they were, the L—t—t G—v—r only anſwered, 
„That the S—— y of S—te had written to 
* him, that he, the L—t—t G- v— r, was 
o appoint the Two French Roman Catholic 
ai Members — that he had done ſo — and that 
he would have them ſworn.” And, having 
ordered the Interpreter to attend, and the tranſ- 
lation of the oaths to be ready, he with great 
violence of temper ordered the oaths to be ad- 
miniſtered to them. This being about to be 
done, the Preſident, and Five other Members 
of the Council, finding no other refource left, 
to avoid the illegal meaſure which the tt 
G—y—r was about to take, withdrew them- 
ſelves from the Council, and thus defeated it. 
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It muſt, my Lord, to every impartial man 
appear, that this attempt was illegal and unjuſ- 
tifiable, from what then appeared to the Council. 
From what I zow know, it is, if poſſible, ſtill 
more ſo. That information J will preſently lay 
before your Lordſhip : At preſent, 1 am juſtify- 

Eing the conduct of the Council, fairly and can- 
didly, on the grounds on which they then acted. 
All their reaſons, founded on the K 's com- 
miſſion and inſtructions to the C- dr in 


in an addreſs of this nature: Thoſe of them that 
were neceſſary, and were fully ſufficient for their 
juſtification, I have briefly laid before you. 
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The attempt of the L—t—t G—v—r then 
being clearly illegal; and the end of the Council, 
—that is to defeat ſuch attempt—being legal, 
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it remains to be conſidered whether the means 
they purſued, to attain that end, were proper 
=, If they were, the concluſion, my Lord, muſt 
4 be obvious. | 


And, my Lord, I cannot but conſider that 
the ſeceſſion of the Council, for that day, had 
become 


Cf, would be too many to give your Lordſhip, 


proper, and neceſſary for the K— 's ſervice; 


i 


E 
become the only means by which they could de- 
feat the L=t—t G—v—r's attempt. is vio- 
lence had tranſported him ſo far, that calm rea- 
ſoning hag no longer any effect on him. The 
Two new ſubjects, who were to be admitted, 
were about to be Mmtroduced, and the oaths to 
be adminiſtered. Surely it would not have been 
proper for the Council to have interpoſed by vio- 
lence, and have kept them out. No! that is 
not pretended. What then ? — Why that the 
Council ſhould have fat peaceably, whilſt the 
oaths were adminiſtered, and then have entered 
their diſſent on their J—rn-ls. This notable 
expedient, it is ſaid, would have been the pro- 
per one—but I have not yet heard any one ſay 
what would have been its conſequence. Was 
it proportioned to the end it was intended to 
anſwer ? Does any one pretend to ſay, that after 
the Two Members had been called in, nomi- 
nated, and ſworn of the Council, this ingenious 
device would have prevented their ſitting and 


voting? — And if it had not hat effect, ſhall I 


aſk or take leave to pronounce, that it would 
have been ineffectual. The objection would, in 
fact, have come too late; for as the K——'s 
inſtructions make the conſent of the Council 
previouſly neceſſary to every appointment of the 
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G -v rr, that conſent would have been implied 
in their, acquicſcence; and if that conſent is 
neceſſary, previous to the appointment, ſurely 
if the Council with-hold their conſent, the 


G vr cannot appoint. 


But it is ſaid, the Two new Members could 
only have fat until the K—'s pleaſure could have 
been known on the ſubject. Are thoſe, who 
reaſon in this way, aware of conſequences ? Need 
it be ſaid, that a G—v—r of a Col—y would 
frequently wiſh to be able to add One, Two, 
Three, or more Members to the Council, al- 
though their power was to ceafe immediately 
after the determination of a particular queſtion; 
a period of a much ſhorter duration than that, 
which muſt elapſe before the K—'s pleaſure 
could be known. Beſides, my Lord, had 
the Two Members ſat, every meaſure of the 
Council, during the time of their ſo. fitting, as 
a branch of the Legiſlature, would have been 
of doubtful authority, and ſubject to litigation: 
And are not the dreadful} confuſions, in which 
this muſt have inyolved the Col—y, foreſeen at 
one glance ? 


The ſeceſſion therefore of the Council, my 
2 | _ ad 


1 
Lord, was the only eHfectual meaſure which they, 
in their then ſituation, could take—it. was the 
only meaſure, which wks not pregnant with the 
moſt formidable evil conſequences to the Colony 
—it was the only meaſure, which could com- 
pleatly defeat the attempt, on the very inſtant 
it was made ; and which could not be attended - 
with any one inconvenience to the Col=y. © 


Here then, my Lord, I will, for the preſent, 
leave the Council to your candour and judg- 
ment, truſting, as I moſt confidentially do, that 
they will receive your Lordſhip's fulleſt —_— 
bation of their conduct. 


And now, I will lay before your Lordſhip the 
information which I have lately received of the 4 
ſtate of the I. tt G—v—r's inſtruftions, at 5 
the time when he ventured upon the meaſure 1 
have juſt related. T have hitherto-only proved, by 
that the L—t—t G—v—r did what he was not a 
inſtructed to do. I will now convince your 
Lordſhip and the world, that he did what the 
K— his M-ſt-r had expreſsly inſtructed him 
not to do. 


For, I aver, that the Ks inſtructions were 
„ trank 
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tranſmitted to the L—t—t G—v—r, not to 
execute ther — 1 intentions in favour of the 
French Roman Catholic ſubjects, in as far as 
thoſe intentions regarded the Council, until certain 
proviſions had been made by the Legiſlature of 
the Iſland ſuch as laying on the impoſt of the 


4 2 per cent. duty, and building churches for. 


the public profeſſion of the Proteſtant religion 
—nor even then, until the K—'s pleaſure ſhould 
be further known on the ſubject. Theſe pro- 
viſions had not been made by the Legiflature ; 
and therefore the L—t—t G—v—r was bound, 


if the K— has power to bind him, ut to do 
what he did. 


If your Lordſhip did not yourſelf tranſmit 
theſe inſtructions, you will find that they were 
tranſmitted—Copies of them are in your office. 
Look at them I beſcech you, my Lord, and 


be convinced, if you doubt the truth of my aſ- 
ſertion. 


And, my Lord, if theſe things be fo, ſhall 


I venture to aſk your Lordſhip, what is due to 


the temerity of the L—t—t G—v—r, who has 


ſo palpably contravened thoſe inſtructions, which 
ke was bound implicitly to obey ?—And dare I 
_ | fay 


oy 


„ 1 


ſay, my Lord, that it behoves you to diſavow 


the letter, which the L—t—t G- ir told the 
Council he had received from you, as a warrant 
for what he had done; if, as J moſt truly be- 
lieve the fact to be, your Lordſhip never wrote 
any ſuch? — And, believing as I do, that no 
ſuch letter ever was written, it is ſcarcely neceſ- 
ſary to ſay, that, if it had exiſted, it could not 
have had the effect of repealing the K—'s in- 
ſtructions under his ſign manual. | 


Upon the 25th of September, the day to 


which the Aſſ—b-y of Gr-n-da ſtood adjourn- 
ed, the Council, viewing this alarming attempt 
in the only light in which it can be viewed, met; 
and among other reſolutions, which, for their 
juſtifieation, they thought it neceſſary to come 
to, is the following, which I tranſcribe from their 
printed J—rn:ls: | 


* Reſolved, That it appears to this Board, 
* that upon theſe grounds, when the G—y=—r, 
* with the utmolt violence, inſiſted upon ap- 
pointing and ſwearing in the Gentlemen, at 
the laſt meeting, contrary to the opinion of 


© the Board, the Council thought proper to 
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withdraw themſelves for that time, not with 
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1 
< any deſign to abſent themſelves from the pub- 


6 


* 


lic buſineſs, which they declare they are al- 
* ways willing and ready to attend; but merely 
* with a view to prevent his Honour from car- 
ry ing into execution a meaſure, which appeared 
„to them to be ſo illegal, and in hopes, upon 
„cooler deliberation, the reaſons urged at the 


Board, might appear to his Honour of ſuffi- 


* cient weight, to induce him to deſiſt from ſo 
dangerous a meaſure.” 

The Council then proceeded to the buſineſs of 
the Col—y which lay before them—ſome of 
which being done, they were adjourned, 


Upon the 27th of September (Two days after) 
J—n G—h-m, Eſquire, the Preſident of the 
Council, and W—Ill—m LE=—c-s, Eſquire, the 


K—s A—rn—y G—r-], another Member of 
Council, attended the L—t—t G—y—r by 
his own deſire, when he expreſſed his wiſh, that 


the K—'s intentions, in favour of the French 
Roman Catholic ſubjects, might be carried into 
execution, without oppcſition from the Council. 
To which he was anſwered, that the objecti- 
ons of the Council to the admiſſion of the new 
ſubjects, as Members, on the 24th of Auguſt, 


were 


1 
were not founded on their being new adopted 
Roman Catholic ſubjects - that matter having 
yet had no ſhare in the deliberations of the 
Council but on the K— inſtruftions, The 
L—t—t G—v—r then affedted to underſtand 
the diſpute in a different light from what he had 
before done and ſaid he would drop the mat- 
ter, and would write to the S —y of S—e 
on the deficiency of his powers. He alſo added, 
that he would do the Council the juſtice to repre- 
ſent to his M——y, that their conduct was not 
founded on the Two perſons being new adopted 
Roman Catholic ſubjects; but only, on what they 
conceived to be a want of power in him, the 


L—t—t G—v—r, to appoint any perſons what- 


ever to be of the Council. 


Upon the 28th, the Preſident, and P=t-k 
M—w-ll, Eſq; the next eldeſt Member of the 
Council, attended the L—t—t G—v=:r, and 
obſerved to him, that the Aſſembly had conti- 
nued to fit every day ſince their meeting on the 


25th whilſt the Council were not permitted to 


meet, although the Members were all attending 


in town for that purpoſe, to the great incon- 


venience of their private affairs: — And as it 
had been whiſpered that the Members of the 
Council were to be ſuſpended, thoſe Two Gentle- 
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men infinuated to the L—t—t Gr, that 


they were apprehenſive ſome violent ſtep was 


about to be taken. The L—t—t G—v—r 
thereupon gave them the moſt ſolemn affurances, 
that no violent meaſure ever had been intended, 
or ſhould take place, whatever other notice he 
might think proper to take of the J—n-ls of 
the 25th. The Preſident then told the L—t—t 


G—y—r, that the Members of the Council, 


upon being informed that he had dropped his 
deſign of ſwearing in the Two new ſubjects, had 
agreed to defer the publication of their J—n-ls 
till the next meeting, when they would forbid 
the publiſhing ſo much of them as had retro- 
ſpect to that affair. | 


Such was the ſituation of this diſpute on the 
28th, — and ſuch, and ſo great, was the proſpect 
of an amicable termination of it at that time. 
How the L—t—t G—v—r adhered to that 
ward, which ought to be ſacred to every man, 
but particularly ſo to a repreſentative of the 
K —, will now appear. | 


For, upon the 29th, the very day after theſe 
aſſurances had beep given, early in the morning, 
the C-rk of the C—ncil received a letter from 

| | the 


E 29 F 
the L—t—t G—v—r, informing him, that he, 
the L—t—t G—v—r, had thought proper, for | 
divers cauſes, which ſhould be inſerted in the 2 
Council books, to ſuſpend and remove from his 3 
M—y's Council of Gr-n-da and the Gr-n-d—s, 
[abſolutely, and not even until his M—y's plea- 
ſure ſhould be known, ] the Preſident and Five ; 
other Members—and the Clerk of the Council f 
was thereby required to ſignify to them, that he 
bo had accordingly ſuſpended and removed them 
from ſitting, voting, or aſſiſting in his M—y's 
ſa:d Council, and that he ſhould direct a copy 
of his reaſons for ſo doing to be delivered to 
each of them. 


The following is a literal copy of this very ex- 
traordinary letter : T I 


* Govy-ram-nt-Houſe, Sept. 29, 1 
r if 
As have thought proper, for divers a 4 
* which ſhall be inſerted in the C—ncil books, to 
* ſuſpend and remove from his M—y's Council J 
of Gr-n-da and theGr-n-d—s, J-nG—h-m, "i 
+ W—l-m L-d-w, F—d—k C—ſ- r, 
„ T—m-s T—ſ—d, J-n M—-y—ll, and. 
* T—-m-s W—l--ms, Eſquires, you will | 
55 „ pleaſe 


T7 Þ 4 


« pleaſe to ſignify to them, that I have accord- 
* ingly ſuſpended and removed them from ſit- 
<* ting, voting, or aſſiſting in his M——y's ſaid 
© Council, and that I ſhall dire? à copy of my 
* reaſons for ſo doing, to be delivered to each of 
« them. | 
J am, Sir, 
© Your humble ſervant, | 

| . ſſ.s F-m—ce.” 
T0 J—-nF—b=s, Eſq; 
D p-ty Cl- rk of the C—ncil.? 


I muſt here, my Lord, make one obſervation 
on this letter. Your Lordſhip will perceive, 
that even if the L—t—t G—y—r had power to 
fuſpend the Members of the Council in this 
extraordinary manner, the foregoing letter is not 
a ſuſpenſion. It is not, I repeat, the ac of ſuſ- 
penſion; and I am warranted fo to ſay, from the 
terms in which it is couched; for it plainly bears 
reference to ſome preceding act, and only informs 
the Cl-rk of the C—ncil—not that the L —t—t 
G—y—r does thereby ſuſpend the Six Members 
but that he bad thought proper to ſuſpend them, 
and directs the Clerk to inform them, that he 
bad ſuſpended them. When, therefore, the 
Clerk had given them this information, what did - 


the 


E 

the Members of the Council know ? Why, that 
the L—t—t G—v—r had been pleaſed to ſay 
that he had ſuſpended them. But they remained 

totally ignorant iz what manner, bow or by what 
alt they had been ſuſpended. This they cer- 
tainly had a right to know. But the fact is, no 
preceding meaſure reſpecting the ſuſpenſion had 
been taken, no preceding act exiſted ; and, 
therefore, the letter to the Cl-rk of the C—ncil 
only conveyed falſe information. 


But, my Lord, ſuppoſe chis letter had been 
differently worded. I will put it in the ſtrongeſt 
way for the L—t—t G—v—r, and ſuppoſe 
that he had written it in theſe terms, You 
will picaſe to ſignify to them, that I do here- 
* by, and by virtue of this letter, ſuſpend and 
remove them.” - do not heſitate to ſay, that 
this would have been an illegal ſuſpenſion: So 
the C—ncil thought it: — So the L--t—rz 
G—v—r himſelf afterwards thought it; and 1 
will ſhew your Lordſhip why I ſay ſo, why the 
C—ncil thought ſo, and, before it be long, why 
the L—t—t G—v—r himſelf thought ſo. 


It may be trite, my Lord, upon this occaſion, 
to obſerve, that the I: t Gyr derives 
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all his powers and authorities in Gr-n-da from 
the K—'s commiſſion and inſtruftions :—When- 


ever therefore he exerciſes any act of power, not 
warranted by that commiſſion and thoſe inſtruc- 
tions—whenever he groſsly violates, or wan- 
tonly diſobeys them I am ſure I need not tell 
your Lordſhip he commits an illegal act. 


It will be neceſſary, my Lord, before I proceed 


farther, to lay before your Lordſhip, the K—'s 


inſtructions to the C r in Cf, reſpecting 


the power of ſuſpenſion ; whereby your Lord- 


ſhip will perceive what power to ſuſpend, under 
what reſtrictions, and in what manner to be exer- 
ciſed, the L—t—t. G—y—r as C—- 
C—f hath. 


* 


— in 


* And it is our will and pleaſure, that you 
% do, and you are hereby authorized to ſuſpend 
and remove any of the Members of our ſaid 
Council from ſitting, voting, and aſſiſting 
** therein, if you Hall find juſt cauſe for ſo doing; 
** and alſo in like manner to ſuſpend any of our 
ſaid L—t—t G—y-rs of our ſaid Iſlands, 
from the due execution of their commands, 
and. to appoint others in their ſtead until our 
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pleaſure ſoall be known : It is nevertheleſs our 


£ will 
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will and. pleaſure, that you do not ſuſpend 


* or remove any of the ſaid L—t—t G—y—rs 
of our {Ad Iſlands reſpectively, or any of the 


cv 
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cc 


cc 


Members of our ſaid Council, when they 
ſhall have been confirmed by us as aforeſaid, 
without good and ſufficient cauſe, nor without 
the conſent of a majority of the ſaid Council, 


“ ſitting in Council, after due examination of 
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the charge againſt ſuch L—t—t G—y—r 
or Councillor, and his anſwer thereunto : 
And in caſe of ſuſpenſion of any of them, you 
are to cauſe your reaſons for ſo doing, toge- 
ther with the charges and proofs againſt ſuch 
perſon, and his anſwer thereunto, to be duly 
entered upon the Council books, and forth- 
with to tranſmit copies thereof to our 
C—miſ—rs for T—e and Pl—t—ns, in order 
to be laid before us: Nevertheleſs if it ſhould 
happen that you ſhould have reaſous for ſuſ- 
pending any of the ſaid perſons, no? fit to be 
communicated to the Council, you may, in that 


caſe, ſaſpend ſuch perſon, without the conſent 
of the ſaid Council: But you are thereupon 


immediately to ſend to our C—mif-rs for 
Te and Pl—t—ns, in order to be laid before 
us, an account of your proceedings therein; 
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© together with your reaſons at large for not 
« communicating the ſame to the Council, and a 
duplicate thereof by the next opportunity.“ 


Thus, and wiſely, my Lord, hath the C=—n 
reſtrained the C r in Cf from a wanton 
exerciſe of a power, which, if it was not ſo 
reſtrained, might be fatal to the very being of 
the Col—y. The ſingle queſtion now, my 
Lord, ts, whether it appears, that the L—t—t 
G -v r had reafons for this ſuſpenſion, (fup- 
poſing, what I by no means allow, that it was 
one) not fit to be communicated to the Council. 


And I humbly apprehend, that the narration 
of facts which I have given your Lordſhip, 
proves the total abſence of all ſuch reaſons. The 
only crime, of which the Council was guilty, 
appears to have been a difference of opinion with 
the L—t—t G—v-r, as to the time when his 
M—=—y meant that his intention to admit Two 
French Roman Catholics into his Cauncil of 
Gr-n-da, ſhould be carried into execution—and 
uſing that power, which is inherent in them; I 
mean the taking certain laudable reſolutions at 
their next meeting, for their own juſtification. 
3 JE This 


k 35 J 
This was the full extent of their guilt and 
ſurely the moſt zealous advocate of the L—t—t 
G—v—r, does not mean to offer theſe, as reaſons 
not fit to be communicated to the Council. Indeed, 
my Lord, to ſay more on this part of the ſub- 
ject, would be to trifle with your time. 


Some other reaſons might, indeed, have influ- 


enced the conduct of the L—t—t G—v—r.. 


The conftitutional demeanor of the Council, in 
preventing the L—t—t G—y—r from acting 
in direct oppoſition to a poſitive law of the 
country, was perhaps remembered; but their 
forcing Mr. S—t-n from his ſeat at their Board, 


was, moſt likely, their greateſt meaſure of guilt, 
in the eye of the virtuous, diſintereſted, and con- 


fittutional adviſer of the L=t—t G—v—r. As 


theſe, however, will ſcarcely be mentioned by the 


EL—t—t G—vy—r as reaſons for his conduct, I 


only offer them as my own conjectures; and your 


Lordſhip, if you know the ſtate of politics in 


Gr-n-da,. and thoſe who do know it, can beſt 


judge, whether they are, or are not probable. 


L truſt, then, my Lord, that it does fully ap- 
Pear to your + Lordſhip, that the L—t=t. 


C 2 G—y—r 


1 
G—y—r had not ſuch reaſons for this ſuſpen- 
fion, as were not fit to be communicated to the 
Council.— But if your Lordſhip can at this time 
have a particle of doubt, give me leave to requeſt 
you to advert to the letter itſelf, of the L—t—t 
G—y=—r, which muſt immediately diſpel it; 
becauſe that letter contains a full and ſufficient 
acknowledgment, from the L—t—t G—v—r 
himſelf, that he had no ſuch reaſons; for in it 


he ſays, ** As I have thought proper, for divers 
c cauſes, which ſhall be inſerted in the Council 


« books, &c.“ and ** I ſhall direct a copy of my 
* reaſons for fo doing to be delivered to each of 
* them.” Now, my Lord, if I know the leaſt 
concerning the agreement or diſagreement of 
ideas, cauſes which ſhall be inſerted in the Council 
books, and reaſons, a copy of which ſhall be delivered 
to each ſuſpended Member, are not, nor can be, 


reaſons not fit to be communicated to the Council. 


My logic will not reconcile ſo palpable an 
inconſiſtency ; and I believe it will, at leaſt, 
require the cafuiſtry, the ſecret evaſion and men- 
tal reſervation of a S,. Omer's Feſuit to do ſo. 


Here, my Lord, I reſt this part of the queſ- 
tion; firmly believing, that you perceive that 
| the 


1 1 
the only caſe, in which the O. r in C—f of 
Gr- n· da can ſuſpend a Member of the Council, 
without the conſent. of a majority of the ſaid 
Council, after due examination of the charge 
againſt ſuch Councillor, and his anſwer thereun- 
to, is that, in which he has reaſons for ſuch ſuſ- 
penſion not fit to be communicated to the Coun- 
cil—that in this caſe the L—t—t G—y—r had 
not, nor does even pretend to have, ſuch reaſons 
Land, therefore, that this ſuſpenſion was illegal, 
abſolutely null and void, and of no effect. 


The Members of the Council for theſe rea- 
ſons believing it abſolutely void 46 initio, thought 
it highly neceſſary to aſſemble together imme- 
diately, in order to expreſs their ſenſe of it; and 
therefore, on the ſame day, met, and came to 
the following reſolutions, as appears on their 
J=rn-ls: | | i 


* His H-n—r the P—ſ-d-nt having informed 

* the Board, That from the duty of his ſtation, 
« and his regard for his M—— y's ſervice, and 
* the public good, he had found it neceſſary to 
“ aſſemble them, in order to inform them, that 
the Cl-rk of the C—ncil had this morning 
C 3 « ſhewn 


7 

| & ſhewrn a letter from his Honour the 8 8 ö 
< to him, in which he was directed to ſignify 

« to the following Members of this Board, 

e dix. J—n G—h=-m, W—l-m L—d-w, 

. F —d—k C—f-r, T—m-s T=-ſ—d, J—f 

= M—v=l, and T—m-s W—Il—ms, that 

e his Honour the G=v—r had thought proper, 

& for divers cauſes which he would inſert in 

e the Council books, to ſuſpend and remove 


4 | i 
1 te them from his M —p's Council of Gr-n-da 
f and the Gr-n-d--s, and that he would direct 


* a copy of his reaſons for ſo doing, to be de- 
« ſiyered to each of them. 
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on * The Council having taken this extraordinary 
if © letter under their conſideration, came to the 
i i * following reſolutions. 


< Reſolved, That by the 7th Article of his 


. % M——y's inſtructions, the G- vr is ex- 
71 e preſsly directed, not to ſuſpend any Member 
1 „ of the Council without good and ſufficient 
1 : Un cauſe, nor without the conſent of the majority 
iq | * of the ſaid Council, ſignified in Council, after 
Mn KK due examination of the charge, againſt ſuch 
F 


6 Councillor, to be entered in the Council 
| books, 
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books, except for ſuch reaſons, as are not fit 
to be communicated to the Council; the 
ſuſpicion of which, his letter totally removes. 


* Reſolved, That the attempt to ſuſpend the 
above Members, without having taken the 
previous ſteps directed by ſaid inſtructions, i IS 
a moſt wanton and extraordinary exertion of 
power, not warranted by the letter or ſpirit | 
of his M——y's commiſſion and inſtructions. 


* Reſolved, That as this ſuſpenſion is there- 


fore in itſelf null and void, the ſaid Six Mem- 
bers are, and do continue Members of his 
M——y's Council for Gr-n-da and the 
Gr-n-d=s; and that they do continue to ſit 
in Council, and exerciſe the powers delegated 
to them, by the K—'s commiſſion and in- 
ſtructions, notwithſtanding ſuch attempt to 
ſuſpend them; and therefore any appointment 
of other perſons as Members, would be ille- 
gal, as well as the proceedings of ſuch pre- 
tended Council. | 


6 Reſolved, That the minutes of this a be 


C 4 | imme- 
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/ « Council, until his M- 
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& immediately publiſhed in the Gazette of this 


wy / Iſland. 


& To theſe reſolutions Mr. M—w-ll deſired 
might be added, That as he cannot for the 
$* reaſons above- mentioned, but conſider this 
tt attempt, to ſuſpend the ſaid Six Members, as 
&« illegal ; he will therefore not act, with any 
other perſons, as Members of his M——y', 
-y's pleaſure be 
* known, but ſuch as have been appointed by 
% his M——y, ſome of whom have been, as he 
* thinks, thus attempted to be removed, in an 


8% unwarrantable manner,” 


- 


The L—t—t G—v—r took no farther im- 
mediate notice of this affair ; and here it reſted 
from the 29th of September to the 6th of Octo- 
ber, when the following ſuſpenſion was iſſued by 
the L—t—t G—y—r: | 


* 


> 


5 GR- x· pa. 
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© Ga-n-Da, By the honourable — 
$6 F—m=—ce, Eſq; C r 
& in C—f of his M——y's 
“ S—th—nC e Iſlands 
& of Gr-n-da, the Gr-n-d—s, 


(L. S.) “St. V— -t, D— na, and 


% T-b—o, Ch-nc-ll-r, Or- 
„ d=n=ry and V—e Adm-r-l 
of the ſame, &c. &c. Sc.“ 


* Whereas I have thovght proper for divers 


| ** reaſons not fit to be communicated to the Council, 


* bur which ſhall be laid before his M—y, 
to ſuſpend and remove J—n G—h-m, 


% W—l—m L—-d-w, F—d—k C— fr, 


„ T—m-s T—ſ—d, I—n M—v—ll, and 
„ T—m-s W—ll—-ms, Eſquires, from fit- 
„ting, voting, and aſſiſting in his M——y's 
e Council of Gr-n-da and the Gr- n- ds; I 


do hereby ſuſpend and remove the ſaid I—n 


„ G—h-m, W—l-m L. —d-v, F—d—k 
-r, T—m-sT—ſ- d, J-n MI, 
and T—m-s W—ll—ms, Eſquires, from 
e ſitting, voting, and aſſiſting in his M=—y's 
* ſaid Council of Gr-n- da and the Gr- n- ds; 


* and 
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1 
{© and they are ſuſpended and removed accor- 


5 dingly. 


Given under* my hand and ſeal at arms, 

„at the Gov-ram-nt-Houſe this 6th 

day of October 1769, and in the ninth 
«© Year of his M——y's reign. 


* — F— m- ce.“ 


4 « By his a command. 


T J——s E-f—d.” 


This, my Lord, is moſt certainly @ ſiſpenſion; 
becauſe the L—t—t G—v—r, for reaſons, 
which he eſteemed not fit to he communicated to 
the Council, did therely ſuſpend the Six Mem- 


bers. To this therefore they, as became them, 


Submitted. 


I have, my Lord, elſewhere * ventured to 


fay, that the L—t—t G—y—r himſelf thought 


that his letter to the Cl- rk of the C—ncil was 
an illegal and void ſuſpenſion. This his ſecond 


: ſuſpenſion warrants me to ſay; for, if I miſtake 
not, it amounts to a compleat diſavowal of the 


5 # Vide Page 31. 
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1 firſt. Your Lordſhip will perceive, that the ſe; 
cond ſuſpenſion has no reference to the firſt, nor 

to any ſuppoſed illegal meeting of the Council; 
which it is moſt probable would have been the 
caſe, had the I —t—t G—y—r conceived that 
his letter to the Cl-rk of the C—ncil was a legal 
ſuſpenſion, and that the Council had met in de- 
fiance of his authority : But from the manner in 

which it is penned, the L—t—t Gr muſt 
have been convinced of his error: —In this, 
therefore, he has altered his tone; and inſtead 
of wording it in the very extraordinary manner 
of his letter to the Cl-rk of the C—ncil, he pur- 
ſues the K—'s inſtructions, by inſerting the 
words for divers reaſons not fit to be commu- 
* nicated to the Council, but which ſhall be laid 
* before his M—y,” and, ſpeaking in the 
preſent tenſe, does, by that act, without even 
noticing any former, ſuſpend the Six Members; 
who, if they had been before, could not be a 
ſecond time ſuſpended, without an intermediate 
reſtoration to their ſeats had taken place. Thus, 
my Lord, has the L—t—t G—v—r abandoned 

his firſt act, ſuch as it was. 


My Lord, you are now poſſeſſed of the whole 
of 


3 - 

of this diſpute ; and it is left to your Lordſhip 
—to every friend of our moſt excellent K and 
his g—nm—t — to every lover of freedom and 
the conſtitution — and particularly to all thoſe 
who have adventured their property in Gr-n-da, | 
and who are intereſted in its welfare, to make 
ſuch reflections as naturally ſuggeſt themſelves, 
on this unwarrantable exerciſe of power, by the 
Cr in Ch—f in Gr-n-da, in defiance of 
that authority which created him. If, upon a 
fair, unbiaſſed, and impartial enquiry, your 
Lordſhip can be of opinion that the L—t—r 
G—v—r's conduct deſerves your approbation 
he will without doubt have it: But if, on the 
other hand, he has acted in a violent, arbitrary, il- 
legal, and unconſtitutional manner—if he has moſt 
groſsly violated the K— his m—ſt—r's inſtruc- * 
tions—if he has attempted to render the Coun- 
cil inſignificant and uſeleſs, by moſt unjuftly 
depriving the Members of their ſeats, for pre- 
ſuming to differ in opinion from him—when 
that difference too was founded on the K—'s 
inſtructions then, my Lord, juſtice calls aloud 
for the immediate reſtoration of thoſe, who have 
been unjuſtly deprived by ſo wanton an act of 
power. Every honeſt inhabitant of Gren- da de- 

| | mands, 
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mands, and every good ſubject of the K will 
ark it at your hands. 


I have not, my Land, admitted the ſmalleſt 
doubt into my mind, but that your Lordſhip's 
wiſhes are to be impartial on this occaſion, and 
to render juſtice where it is due. There are not, 
indeed, wanting thoſe who ſuſpe&, that the 
L—t—t G—y—r of Gr-n-da would not have 
dared to proceed the lengths he has gone, in di- 
rect contradiction to the K—'s inſtructions, if 
he had not had aſſurances of protection from 
thoſe who were able to afford it to him: But 
your Lordſhip will, by your conduct, demon- 
ſtrate to the world the falſnood of this ſuſpicion; 
and convince all mankind, that no G—v=r, 
whoever he may be, ſhall dare, with impunity, 
to contravene the inſtructions of his K—, or to 
exceed the bounds with which his duty is is cir- 
cumſcribed. | 


My Lord, it requires a much abler pen than 
I hold, to paint to your Lordſhip the diſtracted 
fituation of the Colony of Gr-n-da. The K—s 
natural- born ſubjects, it appears from the moſt 
accurate and the lateſt calculations, poſſeſs more 
than 


1 
SC 
* 
1 
1 
17 
75 
4 
{8 
+8 
i 
P 
1 * 
1 
" 
: 
b 
* 
E. 
be 
* 


** 


pan wand 
—_ oy 


1 46 J 
than two thirds of the property of the Iſland.— 
This portion conſiſts, chiefly, of conſiderable 
ſugar plantations, many of which are the pro- 
perty of Gentlemen who reſide in this kingdom. 
The French Roman Catholics do not poſſeſs, one 
third of the property.—Of this ſhare, a very great 


part conſiſts of ſugar plantations, belonging to 


about fifteen or ſixteen French Roman Catholics, 
one half of whom either reſide with their families 
in France, or are . ſettling. eſtates in the French 


Colonies. —The remaining part is divided into a 
great number of coffee, cocoa, and cotton ſet- 
tlements,, poſſeſſed by a conſiderable number of 
the French Roman Catholic ſubjects, through 
the influence of whoſe numbers, the elections 
are in the hands of the F rench; who, by this 


mean, are the ſole makers of the Repreſentative 


body: And, my Lord, it is a melancholy truth, 


that, under this influence, there are at preſent, 


of the Aſſ—b-y in Gr-n-da, One alien, One 


Member under age, Five without any qualifica- 
tion, One with a doubtful qualification, Five or 
Six abſent in this Kingdom, Three Officers of 
the army, and Four Frenchmen, who do not 
ſpeak or underſtand one word of Engliſn.— Such | 
is the Repreſentation of the Colony! And when 


notice, 


1 
notice hath been taken to ſome of theſe perſons 


of their want of qualification, they immediately 


aſk, © Who is to enquire into that?“ and add, 
None but the Houſe, and that, you may be 
© ſure, they won't do.“ And ſo much, my 
Lord, is the L—t—t G—v—r in the intereſt 
of theſe men, that they lately ventured, wan- 
tonly to make a rule, that Seven Members of 
the Aſſ— b- y ſhould make a Houſe; whereas 
the K—'s inſtructions, which have been com- 
municated to them, poſitively direct, that not 
leſs than Eleven Members ſhall be ſufficient to 
make a Houſe, to do any buſineſs whatever: 
And on this occaſion their encouragement was, 
that © no one can take notice of it but the 
© L—t—t G—vyv=r, and he won't do it.““ 


Out of this Repreſentation, my Lord, ſuch as 
it is, the new Council, of the L tt G=y=r, 
is chiefly to be compoſed; and then the French 
Roman Catholics will have got the dominion of 
the Iſland. The late Council was the only bul- 
wark of the Engliſh ſubje&ts—They are gone; 
and now the new ſubjects, as they are lovingly 
called, have all things there in their power. 
They have even perſons. too in their power 

T hoſe 
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Thoſe who do not approve of the violent mea- 
ſures in their favour, dare not oppoſe them ; 
for ſuch is their vindictive ſpirit, that they unite, 
as one man, againſt all who preſume to expreſs 
their diſapprobation of thoſe meaſures. Of this 
man they will buy no goods—that, they will not 
employ—a third has his proviſions ſpoiled on his 
hands others loſt their employers, merely be- 
cauſe they ſigned a memorial, expreſſive of their 
ſentiments, to the G- v—᷑r and Council, in 
1767 — not to mention their conduct towards 
thoſe who had ſigned another in 1765. By theſe 
and the like means, they keep every body, ex- 
cept a few, who by their conſequence and pro- 
perty are placed above their frowns, very quiet, 
although very much diſcontented. This, my 
Lord, will, in ſome meaſure, account for the 
puffs given to your Lordſhip of the late tranquil- 
liry of the Colony. The Engliſh ſubjects, by 
the methods above hinted ; by the miſrepreſenta- 
tions of their conduct, which were made here ; 
and the depreſſion they were kept under, as if 
they were unworthy even the notice of A—ſt —n, 
had been long quiet before the gv mt 
devolved upon L—t—rt G—y—r F—-m—r—e; 
and continued ſo, until oppreſſion hath at length 

| outdone 
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outdone itſelf. In that ſenſe the Colony might 
have been ſaid to be tranquil: But pray, my 
Lord, upon what pretence did the L—t—r 
1 aſſume to himſelf the merit of ahi 
ing even that ſort of tranquillity ? 


* 


The Afſ—b-y of 1 e 
about bringing in a money-bill. The ſuſpen- | 
ſion of the Council hath given ſuch univerſal 
diſguſt to all the Engliſh ſubjects, that many 
of them have publicly declared, that they will 
pay no taxes, which are impoſed by any law 
paſſed with the conſent of the new Council to 
be conſtituted by the L—t—t G—v—r; and 
they are likely to be followed. in this reſolution 
by many mare. . Doubts too, my Lord, and 
' thoſe far from being frivolous, have been alſa 
flarted about the legality of the deciſions of this 
new Council, as a Court of Error ;—and, in 
ſhort, every one of its acts, as a branch of the 
Legiſlature, or as a judicial Court, will be of 
doubtful validity, and ſubject to. litigation and 
conteſt.— Thus is. diſtraction added to diſtrac- 
tion; and nothing but anarchy and irrecoverable 
confuſion will enſue in the Iſland. | 


One thing more, my Lord, to fill up the | 
D meaſure 


© 08 1 
meaſure of the woes of thoſe diſtreſſed ſubjects 
— The very fountain of juſtice is polluted, 
and no longer flows free and incorrupt. Poli- 
tics, and politics only, occupy the attention of 
the preſent Ad—ſt—n in Gr-n-da. In vain is 
"a C t of Ch=-nc-ry eſtabliſhed in the Iſland for 
the relief of the K—'s ſubje&ts—in vain do they 
reſort to it for eq—ty — It is a truth, my Lord, 
that the L—t—t G—v—r, who, as C r 
in C—f, is Ch—c-ll-r of the Ifland, has not held 
that C—t, for a very conſiderable time before 
the laſt accounts left the Iſland. 


My Ford, the K—'s natural-born ſubjects 
adventured” their perſons and property in 
Gr-n-da, under the fulleſt aſſurances * of the 
protection and ſupport of G—v—m—t: And, 
my Lord, never ſuffer it to be ſaid, with truth, 
that they in vain ſeek that protection and ſup- 
port. The evils under which they labour, call 
aloud for remedy. Think, my Lord, of their 
preſent danger. Reflect what would be their ſi- 
tuation in the event of a war. The Author of 
theſe ſheets, my Lord, hath a large property in 


? Vide the K—'s Proclamation of Oftober 1763, 


Gr-n-da ; 


4 
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Gr-n-da : He feels for it; and he cannot long 
keep it, if the preſent ſyſtem of politics is pur- 
ſued, with regard to that Iſland; 


To you, my Lord, the inhabitants look for 
relief. It is in your Lordſhip's power to give 
them immediate relief. Truth forces more 
from me, my Lord—lIt is in your power, with a 
little pains, to put a final end to all the differences 
and heart-burnings which ſubſiſt in the Iſland: 
It muſt be repeated, my Lord, theſe things are 
in your power, The maxim divide et impera, 
is applicable only to our enemies But your 


Lordſhip does not wiſh to apply them to the Co- 


I-n—s. Vanity, my Lord, makes no part of 
your character; and you are ſuperior to the low 
wiſh of having your conſequence increaſed, and 
your levees better attended, by the internal di- 
viſion of all our Colonies. 


But, my Lord, I may be told, that, having 
aſcribed to you the power, I ought to point out 
to you the means of relief for Gr-n-da. That 
too I will preſume to do. Know then, my 
Lord, that, for. the immediate relief of that 
Iſland, it is neceſſary that ſome perſon ſhould be 
ordered out, capable to adminiſter the K—'s 

" =*2 govern- 
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government there—that the deprived Members 
of the Council ſhould be immediately reſtored, 
with an approbation of that conduct, which de- 
ſerves even reward, and which entitles them to 
the love of all their fellow-ſubje&s — and effec- 
tual meaſures ſhould be taken, to prevent a 
continuation. of that influence of the French Ro- 
man Catholics at elections, which cauſes the 
whole Repreſentative Body, except the Mem- 
bers for the capital town, to be the creation of 
thoſe ſubjects. Some things more, my Lord, may 
be neceſſary; but theſe are eſſentially and im- 
mediately ſo. 

What may be neceſſary efſectually to re-eſta- 
bliſh the tranquillity of, and to reftore harmony 
and confidence in the Iſland, ſeems, my Lord, 
to be one of two things—1ft, If fatal conſe- 
quences have reſulted from the admiſſion of 
French Roman Catholics into the legiſlature and 
magiſtracy, let the Britiſh conſtitution be reſtored 
to the Iſland: Or—2dly, If it be thought ne- 
ceſlary and expedient to give thoſe ſubjects a 
ſmall ſhare of power, under certain limitations 
and reſtrictions, let it be done by an a# of Par- 
liament, taking effectual care, at the ſame time, 
to defeat their baneful influence at elections. 

35 Lay 
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T fay zy an at? of Parliament; for truſt me, my 
Lord, when I tell you, that until the alteration in 
the conſtitution of Gr-n-da is eſtabliſhed by zbe 
ſovereign authority of the legiſlature of ibis king- 
dom, there will be a party in the Iſland and 
that a formidable, as well as a reſpectable one — 
diſpoſed to diſpute, upon the moſt truly conſtitu- 
tional grounds, the legality of that change. 


I again repeat, my Lord, that you have it in your 
power to relieve the diſtreſſed and unfortunate 
Engliſh inhabitants of Gr- n- da. You are bound, 
my Lord, to do it by your duty to your K 
by your duty to your country by all the ties 
of religion and humanity—and, my Lord ! by 
what you owe your own conſcience. 


One thing more, my Lord, and I will take my 
leave. Your Lordſhip, from your ſituation, poſſi- 
bly ſaw a pamphlet, ſome time ſince publiſhed, 
entitled, The Grenada Planter”:—1t your Lord- 
ſhip recollects ir at all, you muſt know that it 
was a deſpicable and pitiful performance ; made 
up of the moſt palpable and malicious falſhoods; 
and publiſhed with the apparent deſign of injur- 
ing the gentleman, who now holds his M— y's 
commiſſion of G- r in C f of the S—th--n 
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C e Iſlands; — and yet, a report hath made 
its way abroad, that the author of this pamphlet 
is to be appointed C—f J—e of Gr-n-da,—If 
this be true, my Lord, every good Engliſh ſub- 
ject of that Iſland would do well to ſell his pro- 
perty, although but for half of its value, and 
retire as quickly as poſſible from that country, in 
which ſuch a man is to adminiſter juſtice. Had 
not the law determined, that the publication of 
truth is a libel, I would have given his compo- 
ſition the only anſwer which it deſerved—l would 
have publiſhed the name of its author, and have 
diſplayed his charadter to the world, in all its 


Pomp and majeſty. 
I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's 


Moſt obedient ſervant, 


London, 


December 12th, 1769. 


-N-DA PROPRIETOR, 
A Gr 
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